PLAYERS

Best of the rest over £5000

Accustic Arts Drive 1 MK2/DAC 1 MK4
2.8 6.6 & £6185
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“The Drive t Mka/DAC 1 MK, rebleresinement
o give thern their full names, are
immensely well built, as you'd expect
at the price. The Drive s Mics ramspart. om0

s a simply laid-out affair, with
chunkily propardoned controls. We

cover spinning
mechanism: it feels salid and lights up
a funky shade of blue, if desired. As
with most specialist manufacrurers,

“This playeris undoubtedly
right up there with the best

inits areas of real strength”

Accustic Arts buys inan OEM
CD-spinning mechanism rather than
miaking one in-house. Here, its the
well-proven Philips COM ProaM.
This €T player is one of the mest
natural and fluid we've heard. It
makes much of the cemperition sound
mechanical, and mirrors the arganie

lustnoedsalite  quality peoplelike invinyl. Voicesand  subdlelack of exuberance and drive. This
atotal all-roundar instruments are richly teoured, which  player pulls its punches when iz comes
w the serse of v and
ial i i i f cls Aslightly
required, is refined, and packed with lazy attitude to timing doesn't help.
detail i ight, hard g proports
‘souned that CD replay is still tarred with. of course: neither of the shertcomings

Rather pulls its sonic punches
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‘we've menricned is massive, bur they
do manage to take the edge off what is

two-boter does well. It's undoubtedly
right up there with the very bestin its
areas of: However, the Accustlc
Arts lsptquire the brilliant all-rounder

SPECIFICATION |

Audbe outputs RCA, XLR, RES[EBU, SPdIFFRCA,
SP/dIf BNCCB Text No Memary Yas Display

25 The Baatles' Heip!, and you'll neticea
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